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Jamaica within 
the Americas



2.83 million
Population (2016)

11,424 sq. km
Area

3 Public wharves

4 Cruise Ports

1.92 million
Cruise ship passengers (2017)

JAMAICA:
AT A GLANCE 2,689 km

Distance to Mexico (km)



The Port Authority of Jamaica

The PAJ owns and regulates the following major ports:

• The Port of Montego Bay

• The Historic Falmouth Cruise Port

• The Port of Ocho Rios

• Kingston Freeport Terminal (formerly KCT)

• The Port of Port Antonio

These facilities cover the cruise shipping, trans-
shipment, export and import of cargo.



Map of Jamaica



The Regulatory Roles

The Port Authority of Jamaica (PAJ) also

regulates an additional thirteen (13)

ports within the island to monitor their

compliance with the IMO’s International

Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS)

Code.



Operation Modality

• All eighteen (18) ports within the island can be classified into 
two (2) main groups, namely:

• Cruise Port

• Cargo Port



Cruise Port

• The main Cruise Ship Ports in 
Jamaica are located in:

Montego Bay

 Falmouth 

 Ocho Rios 



The Port of Falmouth 

• Dedicated cruise ship terminal which
was completed in 2011

• Capability of berthing one (1) Genesis
class vessel and one (1) Freedom class
vessel simultaneously.

• In 2017: approximately 180 cruise
vessels carrying 850,000 passengers to
utilize the facilities.



The Port of Montego Bay

• Situated on the north coast of Jamaica on the
western edge of the city of Montego Bay.

• Operations include roll-on/roll-off cargo, container
operations, break bulk operations, LPG operations,
and cruise ship operations.

• Vessel calls:

• 226 cargo

• 238 cruise vessels carrying approximately 53,000
passengers per year.



The Port of Ocho Rios

• Presently, the Port of Ocho Rios has the
capacity to berth two (2) Freedom class
vessels.

• One (1) at the dedicated cruise terminal

• The other shared with the cargo operated
facility at the Ocho Rios Reynolds Pier.

• 2017 data: 176 cruise calls carrying 543,851
passengers.



The Port of Port Antonio

• Pristine deepwater harbour suitable for boutique 

cruise and yachting vessels.

• Boutique cruise vessels at Ken Wright Cruise Pier

• Yachts at Errol Flynn Marina.

• Capacity for super yachts



Cargo Port

• The main cargo ports are:

• Kingston Freeport Terminal Limited
• Kingston Wharves
• Montego Bay Cargo Terminal

Of the three, only the Montego Bay Cargo
Terminal is operated by the PAJ.



Kingston Freeport 
Terminal

• Kingston Freeport Terminal Limited
(KFTL) is a subsidiary of CMA CGM who
operates the main transhipment
terminal in the island.



MARINE COMPONENT

&

LANDSIDE COMPONENT

Security Considerations for Cruise 
Operations



Marine Component

• The main security strategies are:

• Marine police patrol commence prior to the

arrival of the ship and is continuous until the

departure of the ship.

• Prior to the arrival of the ship the PAJ security

conducts a continuous monitoring of the area in

which the ship will berth to identify any unusual

occurrences.

• If any unusual occurrence are identified the

marine police will be called to intervene.



Landside Component

• Security profiling is the main strategy that is adopted
during the disembarkment of passengers from the ship.

• The strategies utilized on return to the ship are security
profiling as well as approximately 30% passenger
screening.

• Video Surveillance System are enforced in and around the
port area to provide additional security during selective
areas that these visitors may traverse.

• Additionally, the citizens are sensitized and informed of
the importance of providing safety for the visitors as they
tour the island.



The Port of Falmouth



Montego Bay 
Freeport 

• Concentration of domestic 
import 

• Limited amount of export, 
primarily to the Caribbean 
islands.



Security 
Considerations 
for Cargo Ports

• At the Montego Bay Cargo Terminal the main
security modalities are:

• CCTV surveillance system that monitors the
movement of goods and people throughout
the facilities.

• The utilization of non-intrusive inspection
systems such as mobile and pallet vacis that
scans all domestic containers exiting the port.

• Electric access control at selected locations e.g.
Security and Admin offices.

• In addition, there are collaboration between
the Jamaica Customs Agency and the Jamaica
Constabulary Force to conduct risk-based
assessment on containers arriving at the ports
for transit, import and export.



Security 
Considerations 
for Cargo Ports 

Cont’d

• At the Kingston Freeport Terminal Limited, in
addition to the security strategies adopted at
Montego Bay, the following are applicable:

• Terminal Operating System (TOS)
• enables tracking of all containers that transit

through the port.

• Radiation Detection Straddle Carrier and Sub
Systems
• For example: handheld radiation detection

devices.

• Port Community System (PCS)
• represents a portal in which all information on

containers can be utilized by all stakeholders
thus reducing the time for the movement of
containers from the terminal.



Conclusion

All eighteen (18) ports within 
the island are ISPS compliant. 

The PAJ monitors the port on an annual 
basis and conducts impromptu audits to 
identify weaknesses in the systems and  
enact remedial mitigative measures to 
eliminate any deficiencies.
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