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Public Sector Entity

Responsible Authority: 

The Port Authority of Jamaica
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JAMAICAN PORTS
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• Cruise – 4 (will be 5 by January 2020)
• Cargo – 2
• Sufferance – 16 (active)



Main Ports

•Montego Bay

• Falmouth (cruise)

• Kingston

•Ocho Rios

• Port Antonio
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Kingston Container Terminal

The Main harbour in Jamaica 
which is home to:

• Major transshipment port in 
the region – Kingston 
Container Terminal (now 
KFTL).

• At least seven (7) port 
facilities.

• > 2,500 ship calls per annum 
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512 Total Calls (2016)

589 (2017)

544 (2018)

3 other 
cruise ports

Ocho Rios
Montego 

Bay
Port 

Antonio

Port Royal 
– newest*

CRUISE

Falmouth
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PORT ROYAL
• Floating dock

• New technology 

• Environmental consideration 



Responsibility for Dredging

Public Ports

The Port Authority of 
Jamaica (PAJ) is responsible 
for the safety of navigation 

and of waterways in all ports. 

Involves dredging of all 
Government-owned ports 
including the main access 
channel in Kingston which 

also provides access to 
private facilities. 

Private ports

All Private ports or 
Sufferance wharves are 

dredged by private 
owners/operators.

Method: 

Use of International 
Dredging Contractors.
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Need to Dredge
KINGSTON HARBOUR – 7th Largest 

Natural Harbour
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CURRENT - NAVIGATIONAL AIDS
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54 buoys 43 beacons

10 lighthouses 

(2 offshore)

101 are solar 
powered lights





PILOTAGE

• Compulsory in all Jamaican ports

• 24 pilots (20 senior and 4 junior)

• 5 Apprentice pilots



Maritime Technology at Work

Portable Pilot Unit (PPU)

AIS



THE FUTURE 

Improve the 
standard of the 

Aids to 
Navigation 

Introduce 
increased 

efficiencies by 
system upgrade 
and technology.
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Revamped method used to maintain NavAids

i.e. buoys-beacons-top marks-lights-range 
markers.

Additional buoys to increase inventory.

Introduce E-Navigation system which 
provides virtual AtoN’s

- increasing safety of waterways.

Setup of a remote monitoring system for 
Navigation Aids.

Upgrade marine lighting systems for NavAids
including lighthouses.



NEW BUOY TENDER
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