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The Port Department is the government body tasked with the legal
regulation of the maritime industry, under the purview of the
Ministry of Energy and Transport of Transport.

It is responsible for enforcing safety measures and conducting
timely inspections on all vessels registered with the Department, in
accordance with the Ports Authorities Act, the Boat Registration
Act, the Commercial Recreational Watercraft Act and the Water
Skiing and Motor Boat Control Act.



*Mk.

Why isthe Port Department
necessary?
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The vast waters of the Bahamas house hundreds of species of marine
life and ecology. It also serves as a very convenient and exciting
means of transportation and recreation.

Because of these reasons, the government of the Bahamas has put in
place means to not only ensure the safety of our visitors and residents,
but also to protect and conserve our natural environment.

Thus, the government implemented the Port Authorities Act in 1961,
and created the Port Department.



The Port Department is headed by the Port Controller, who ensures that
daily administration functions are carried out as efficiently as possible, is

responsible for managing all activities performed in and on our waters and
ports.

Overseeing domestic trade and affairs, monitoring international vessels
and cargo coming to and from the Bahamas, and implementing laws and
regulations for any marine or maritime environmental matter in the
Bahamas all fall into the duties of the Port Department.






The main functions of the Port Department include but are not limited to:

e Inspection and licensing of boats and boat masters, under the Boat
Registration Act, 1961.

e Control of shipping traffic and the logging of shipping data through
radio communications from its Harbor Control Office

e Collection of all revenue from commercial and private docks,
moorings, groins, causeways, etc. under the Port Authorities Act,
1962

e Registration and regulation of boats under the Water Skiing and
Motor Boat Control Act, 1970.



The Port Department is also responsible for:

e The salvaging of wrecks

e The patrol of the harbor and outlying cays

e The regulation of watersports / jetski vendors
e The regulation of government owned docks
e The collection of foreign yacht charters fees
e The collection of Light Dues (Chapter 280)

e The collection of harbor dues and fees, under the Harbor Dues Act,



Relevant Acts

1. The Port Authorities Act
2. Boat Registration Act
3. The Water Skiing and Motor Boat Control Act

4. Commercial Recreational and Watercraft Act



The Port Department has many roles and responsibilities that ensure
effective regulation of the domestic maritime industry enforcing a safe
environment for boaters. This is achieved by proper and thorough
inspections, mandatory registration, patrolling, and vessel traffic
directing.

It has always been the Port Department’s goal to enhance the safety of
all persons operating within our waters. Together we can better
enhance maritime safety throughout the Bahamas.
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